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Question 1: The Cold War cost the US trillions of dollars, so was it worth it? Could that money have been better spent? 
During the Cold War, US spent about $35 billion a year on its nuclear weapons related issues. This was to prepare for the nuclear adversaries from key enemy, Soviet Union. However, the Cold War is long over, and US won without making use of the nuclear weapons it had prepared and spend huge sums of money on, now what remain are the cost implication and the burden it placed on Americans. For accountability purposes, it is better to look at both sides of the coin to substantiate this issue (Rausch, 2015). That huge sums of money could have been spend in developing infrastructures, such as roads, health facilities and learning institutions, to improve the lives of Americans. Contrary to that school of thought of diverting that money to development projects, it was worth to spend in nuclear weapons to send warning to its enemies that its military personnel were ready to counter an attack and hit back. This could be the reason why it won the Cold War against Soviet Union because many feared that US had spend a lot in nuclear weapons and was powerful in countering any attack and cause disastrous impact on the enemy.
Question 2: What are the roots of religious fundamentalism and its relationship to terrorist activities?
Historically, after the end of Cold War, atrocities from individuals and group of people moved from nationalism to religious fundamentalism which now is the root cause of terrorist acts. Fundamentalism is referred to as way of straying away from normal religious teaching to isolation issues of a deviant kind of the doctrine (Bergensen & Lizardo, 2004). Terrorism exists in 5 categories: ideological, entailing people’s desire and wish for revolutionary changes, especially in social and political arrangements; ethno-political, where minorities advance their own need for state or political representation; religious, where some desire to enforce religious norms that later develop  into apocalyptic extremism; single issue, entailing fanaticism militancy of people protesting against a assumed injustice; and lastly, chosen one, where deranged persons with certain social philosophy and not linked to any network. All this five issues of terrorism reveals that is in the same way valid when critically examined and need quick attention.   
The roots of religious fundamentalism comprise of defense of tradition, dualistic morality, messianism, having choosy option in doctrine and absolution. This plainly links with organizational requirements that involve choosing a representative and membership, establish guidelines for involvement as well as behavioral needs (Rausch, 2015). As such, the roots of fundamentalism align with terrorist because it has chosen membership, leaders and operate in organizational structures. When members join, they meet existing members who radicalize them and do whatever it cost to outdo opposing group no matter the costs. Thus why US has faced number of terrorist attacks from groups that see it opposed to their issues.
Question 3: Balance is the key, but such balance has always given politicians problems. It seems when there have been incidents in the past, politicians have overreacted. Can the US strike the right balance between privacy and security?
The issue of privacy is based on the Fourth Amendment of the US Constitution that safeguards citizens against any unwarranted searches and seizures. There has been discussion on how a balance can be struck to ensure privacy while upholding security. The recent case of United States v. Jones that was filed in the Supreme Court was seen as great step forward on restoring stronger privacy rights for citizens. The use of GPS by government to track and monitor suspects in public domain constitutes a breach of search as stated in the Fourth Amendment. It is also unconstitutional to check into suspect’s mobile phone in an arrest with no warrant. There is need to protect privacy of individuals from unauthorized persons, this could be through implementing fair laws that ensure win-win situation for all, because when also government fails to track suspects in public they may cause disastrous damage to mankind and same time they have to respect privacy. A good balance must be struck to necessitate privacy and security. 
Question 4: Would tattoo art be considered a form of pop art, or some other art?  Do you feel as though tattoo art is becoming more accepted in society, or is it still considered taboo, or like other discussion . . . is it controversial art?
The tattoo history shows that it has been passed around in words by “land pirates” while trading in New York. Recently, it’s gaining fame among groups in 20s and 30s. The argument on tattoo has dominated many discussion forums and the answer on whether it is an art or not has been subjective (Katie, 2017). A leading curator at New York Historical Society (NYHS) has argued that a tattoo becomes if the person intends it to be. For instance, the latest curated “Tattooed New York”, as the new exhibition that shows the rise of tattoo culture in New York City. With the prevailing tattoo sophistication among craftsmen, whose work is just similar to that of the artists, the art is spreading across the world like bushfire. And many curators seem to be interested to organize exhibitions on the same. This shows that the art is not controversial as some individuals think.
Question 5: The Controversy of Rap. Rap music has been referred to as the "black CNN."  What does this mean?  Many rap songs are extremely controversial, offensive, and explicit, but rap music does serve a purpose.  What is that purpose?

 Rap music is considered the “black CNN” because many black people have used the music to react on police brutality against the black residents, for instance the unleashing on blacks at Fergusson in the after effects of Mike Brown’s killing (King, 2014). Just like any music, rap has been considered controversial based on the way it convey its message to larger society. Many rap songs are extremely controversial, offensive and explicit because the rap songs focus more on prevailing tension among the people, frustration and anger. The songs have helped to limit the exposure to risk of black people and necessitate safe stay in the society. For that reason, it encourages a happy coexistence among the neighbors and peace keepers amongst the people like police.
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